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This recommendation report includes the following:

Overview

Basic information about the proposed school as presented in the
application.

Recommendation

A fact-based assessment determining if the application meets the criteria for
authorization by the local school district including an outline of strengths and
needed improvements. A recommendation for approval requires a score of
Meets or Exceeds Standard in all three primary application sections.

Evaluation

Summary analysis of the application is informed by the published Tennessee
Department of Education Charter Application Scoring Rubric across the three
primary application sections:

Academic Plan Design and Capacity: School mission and vision, enrollment
summary, academic focus and plan, academic performance standards, high
school graduation and postsecondary readiness, assessments, school calendar
and schedule, special populations, school culture and discipline, recruitment
and enrollment, parent and community engagement and support.

Operations Plan and Capacity: Governance, start-up plan, facilities, personnel/human
capital, professional development, insurance, transportation, food service,
additional operations, and waivers.

Financial Plan and Capacity: Planning and budget worksheet, and budget
narrative.

Rating Characteristics
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The following definitions guide evaluator ratings:

Meets or Exceeds Standard: Responses address the topic with specific and
accurate information that shows thorough preparation; presents a clear,
realistic picture of how the school expects to operate; and inspires confidence in
the application's capacity to carry out the plan effectively.

Partially Meets Standard: Responses meet the criteria in some respects but lack
detail and/or require additional information in one or more areas.

Does Not Meet Standard: Responses are undeveloped or significantly
incomplete; demonstrate lack of preparation;is unsuited to the mission of the
authorizer or otherwise raises substantial concerns about the viability of the
plan or the applicant's ability to carry it out.
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Enroliment Projections

Sponsor Name

All Things Family, Inc. Grade Year1 Year2 Year 3 Year4 Year5 At
Level 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 2031-32 Capacity

Proposed School Name K 50 56 60 62 64 67

.. 1 50 56 60 62 64 67

Digitech Academy of Excellence 2 50 56 60 &3 v &7
3 0 57 60 63 64 67
4 0 0 60 63 64 67
5 0 0 0 63 64 67

Proposed Location 6 0 0 0 0 66 67

Jackson & West Jackson, Madison C ! 0 0 0 0 0 66

acKkson est Jackson, Madiso 0. 8 0 0 0 0 0 66

9 ; : 5 ; ;
10
1

Board Members 12

Dr. Frank McMeen Totals

Dr. LaToshia Chism

Lisa Peoples . . .

Clayton Phillips Anticipated Student Demographics

Shawn Joy

Dr. Salynn Evans Enrollment Demographics:

Proposed School Leader

Rhonda Pettigrew . .
Special Populations:
H H . )
Educational Model/Instructional Economically Disadvantaged: 55%
English Learners: 9%

Design Students with Disabilities: 1°5%
Digital Technology

Mission and Vision

Mission: The mission of Digitech Academy of Excellence is to
provide an innovative, student-centered educational
environment that integrates digital learning with strong
academic foundations and excellence. DAE is committed to
nurturing curiosity, developing critical thinking skills, and
fostering a love of learning in every student through
technology-enhanced instruction and high academic
expectations.

Vision: Digitech Academy of Excellence is an innovative,
student-centered public charter school designed to integrate
digital learning with strong academic foundations to cultivate
excellence in every learner.

STUDENT SUCCESS
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RECOMMENDATION: PENDING AMENDED APPLICATION

Application Strengths Summary

State-approved, named curriculum aligned to TN academic standards for ELA, math, and universal
screeners.

Three-tier RTI2 framework explicitly cites State Board Rule 0520-01-03-.03, with biweekly Tier Il and
weekly Tier lll progress monitoring, named intervention programs, and a defined cadence.

Foundational literacy plan aligned to state literacy statute, including screenings, parent notification of risk,
structured intervention, required Early Literacy training for K-3 teachers, and dyslexia identification.
Special populations identification protects against misidentification. Pre-referral problem-solving team
screens out language acquisition and trauma factors before SPED referral, and the EL plan uses Home
Language Surveys, WIDA Screener, IPLs, and four-semester post-exit monitoring.

Mission-specific, measurable five-year goals. Goals link to TCA 49-13-102(a) and include disaggregation
commitments by subgroup, year-over-year proficiency targets, and quarterly progress reviews.

The facility has been identified and conditionally secured, with phased capital improvements outlined.
Safety and health frameworks correctly cite Tennessee statute and include a four-stage development
timeline.

Transparent acknowledgment of leadership gaps. Application names Principal, Special Education Lead, EL
Coordinator, and Director of Operations as planned future hires.

Five-year budget projects positive net operating income, with growing surpluses.

Application Improvements Summary
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The school name is inconsistent throughout the application. The proposed school is referred to as
“Digitech Academy of Excellence”, “DigiTech Charter School”, “DigiTech Academy”, and “Digital
School of Excellence (DSE)” in different sections.

Instructional minutes contradict across sections. K-2 mathematics is listed as 60, 90, and 120
minutes across three different responses; 3-5 math is listed as 60 and 90 minutes, and the daily
schedule is not balanced.

Substantial copy-paste duplication in the academic plan. Multi-page narratives for Questions 18, 20,
and 21 repeat verbatim.

Community engagement evidence lists three items (letters of support, district-leader meetings, and
Mid-South Food Bank partnership), but the referenced surveys are not attached, and no results are
provided to demonstrate the engagement.

Facility capacity is mismatched to projected enroliment.

The insurance attachment is non-compliant with TCA 49-13-107(b)(19) - attachment 8 is self-
prepared, stating submission to Sunstar Insurance, but it does not include a letter from the carrier.
Transportation will not be provided, though the application states that the topic will be revisited
after year one. With a projected enrollment of 55% economically disadvantaged students, a lack of
transportation could be a barrier to access for families.

No board members have current K-12 administrative experience, and none have legal backgrounds.
Board bylaws set quarterly meetings, while the Charter Commission recommends monthly meetings
during phase-in years.

The per-pupil revenue assumption appears inflated and unsupported. Year 1 projects $13,690 per
pupil; Year 5 projects $15,637. No specific weighting calculation is shown.

Several expense lines are underbudgeted, including legal services at $500/year, and Audit budget
at $3,500/year.

Federal revenue of $255,000 in Year 1, growing to $644,000 in Year 5, is not disaggregated by
funding stream (IDEA, Title I, Title lll, or ESSA).



